
 
The 8 Point Story Arc( 8 key elements): How to Write a Great Short Story 
 
 
Name: Date: 
Directions: Clearly and neatly write the definition of the following terms and if possible, include an 
example. 

1) Stasis: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2) Trigger: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3) Quest: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4) Surprise: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5) Critical Choice: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
6) Climax: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7) Reversal: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8) Resolution: 
 


